Circle of Fifths Chart.

Every key at a glance: sharps and flats, relative minors, and how the keys connect.
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Circle of Fifths

Clockwise, each key is a perfect 5th higher and adds one sharp. Counter-
clockwise, each is a 5th lower and adds one flat.
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Where a position has two names, the one with fewer sharps or flats is the main label and the other is smaller. At 6 o'clock both have six, so both are the same size.
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How to Use the Circle

Four things the circle tells you, shown here for C major.

Find a key's sharps or flats

Each step clockwise adds one sharp;
each step counter-clockwise adds one
flat.

G: 1 sharp, F:

Find the relative minor C < Am
The minor key just inside shares the

same key signature.

Find chords that go together F o C G
ii m vi Am iii

A key and its two neighbours are |, IV
and V; the minor keys inside them are D n Em
vi, ii and iii.

Move to a close key C—ForG

A step either way changes just one
sharp or flat, so the change sounds
smooth.

“Music is the universal
language of mankind.”

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Outre-Mer, 1835

Read it. Write it. Hear it.

Free note-reading games and lessons at trebly.fun
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Key Signatures

Order of sharps

F: Cy Gy Dy Ay Ei By

Father Charles Goes Down And Ends Battle
Order of Flats

By Ev A Db Gy Cb Fb

Battle Ends And Down Goes Charles' Father
Name the key

Sharp keys: the key is a semitone above the last sharp.
Flat keys: the key is the second-to-last flat. (F major has one flat, Bs.)

Sharp keys Flat keys

C Am 0 — F Dm 1 B

G Em 1 F B, Gm 2 B.E;

D Bm 2 FiC: E; Cm 3 ByE/ AL

A Fim 3 F:C:Ge A, Fm 4 B,E,AD

E Cim 4 F34C:G:D: D, Bim 5 By E,AiDy Gh

B Gim 5 F;C:G:D:A: G, Eiem 6 By E, Ay Dy Gk Ch
Fy Dim 6 F3C:G:DsA:E: C, Am 7 B'ESA'DGHCHF
C: Asim 7 FyC:GiD:A:E:B:
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