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CHORDS & HARMONY

Major Chords
All 12 major chords in root position. From the root, count 4 semitones up to the
middle note, then 3 more to the top note.

C
C E G

D♭ or C♯
D♭ F A♭

D
D F♯ A

E♭
E♭ G B♭

E
E G♯ B

F
F A C

F♯ or G♭
F♯ A♯ C♯

G
G B D

A♭
A♭ C E♭

A
A C♯ E

B♭
B♭ D F

B
B D♯ F♯

Coloured dot: the root, the note the chord is named after.

Right hand: fingers 1, 3 and 5. Left hand: 5, 3 and 1.

CHORDS & HARMONY

Minor Chords
All 12 minor chords in root position. From the root, count 3 semitones up to the
middle note, then 4 more to the top note.

Cm
C E♭ G

C♯m
C♯ E G♯

Dm
D F A

E♭m or D♯m
E♭ G♭ B♭

Em
E G B

Fm
F A♭ C

F♯m
F♯ A C♯

Gm
G B♭ D

G♯m or A♭m
G♯ B D♯

Am
A C E

B♭m
B♭ D♭ F

Bm
B D F♯

Coloured dot: the root, the note the chord is named after.

To turn any major chord minor, lower its middle note by a semitone.

CHORDS & HARMONY

How to Build Any Chord
Start on any key and count semitones up, black keys included. The two gaps
decide the chord.

Major C
4 + 3  C E G

Minor Cm

3 + 4  C E♭ G

Diminished C°

3 + 3  C E♭ G♭

Augmented C+

4 + 4  C E G♯

Numbers are semitones between neighbouring notes. Shown on C.

CHORDS & HARMONY

Chord Inversions
The same three notes with a different one at the bottom. Inversions keep your
hand close to home when the chords change.

C
Root position · C E G

C/E
1st inversion · E G C

C/G
2nd inversion · G C E

Coloured dot: the root, the note the chord is named after.

CHORDS & HARMONY

Seventh Chords
A triad with one more note on top, a 3rd above the 5th. Shown on C.

Cmaj7
Major 7th · C E G B

C7
Dominant 7th · C E G

B♭

Cm7
Minor 7th · C E♭ G B♭

Cm7♭5
Half-diminished · C E♭
G♭ B♭

Coloured dot: the root, the note the chord is named after.


